Message

From: Werner, Lora [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=921F9F156035403FA605C142A287CC1A-LWERNEQ2]

Sent: 10/30/2017 8:44:30 PM

To: Thomasson, Erica R [Erica.R.Thomasson@wv.gov]

Subject: Re: FOR HEALTH AGENCY COMMENT - DRAFT Ames Warehouse Fire, Parkersburg - additional background technical
info from ATSDR emergency response DRAFT

Thanks very very much Erica.
I'will pass that along, important point maybe we can improve on that in a future round.

On a related note, just got off the phone with Rebecca Fugitt at ODH. She asked for a little more time/tomorrow
morning on their part.

Rebecca said they would be interested in speaking with WV BPH on the ACE/epi follow side and seeing more
info on the program. I will forward her what I shared with MOVD and cc you and Walt for possible further
discussions.

Lora

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 30, 2017, at 4:34 PM, Thomasson, Erica R <Erica.R.Thomasson@wv.gov> wrote:

Hi Lora,

We have reviewed and are okay with the results. They are, however, a bit hard to understand for
the average person as there isn’t a lot of supporting info included.

From: Werner, Lora <Werner.Lora@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:08:05 PM

To: Rose, Jim A (Wood LHD); Rebecca Fugitt; lvey, Walter M; Thomasson, Erica R; Murphy, Patrick M
Cc: Colledge, Michelle; Markiewicz, Karl; Helverson, Robert; ran2 @cdc.gov; Edge, Charles
(ATSDR/DTHHS/OD)

Subject: FOR HEALTH AGENCY COMMENT - DRAFT Ames Warehouse Fire, Parkersburg - additional
background technical info from ATSDR emergency response DRAFT

Hello Mid Ohio Valley Health Department, WV Bureau for Public Health, and Ohio Department of Health
colleagues!

Please see below for a DRAFT email ATSDR Emergency Response has prepared regarding the air quality
data from the Ames Warehouse Parkersburg Fire. We prepared this to share with EPA at their request
(possibly EPA will add this email information on EPA’s website for this incident now that is live with
some of EPA’s data https://response.epa.gov/site/site profile.aspx?site id=12462).

Please let me know if you have any edits or concerns on this DRAFT this afternoon if possible. If you
have no comments that’s fine, just let me know that if you can. We would like to finalize this later today.

In addition to the EPA data now available on their website, we did notice that CTEH has the first batch of
laboratory air analytical information loaded on their website as well (attached as a pdf). ATSDR will
review this as well as EPA’s preliminary analytical SUMMA data expected later this week and evaluate
that in a future email.
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Hopefully this is helpful. Thank you, Lora

PS
Walt/Erica/Pat — | heard Dr. Gupta might have issued a statement about this incident? | didn’t see
anything on the web, is this something you could share with me? Thanks!!

Lora Siegmann Werner, MPH

Regional Director, Region 3

Division of Community Health Investigations

Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (ATSDR)/Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
c/o EPA Region 3

1650 Arch Street

Mailstop 3HS00

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Desk phone: 215-814-3141

Cell phone: 215-588-9778

Fax: 215-814-3003

Emails {only need to use one): lkw3@cdc.gov and werner.lora@epa.gov

**Please note: emails may appear as @epa.goy because we share IT services in our regional office**

Beginmng shortly after the fire started on October 21st, EPA and the State have been
monttoring environmental conditions around the Ames Warehouse fire at Camden and
Broadway in ?23?‘?%61"§§?E§§‘i? Additional air E‘Yimﬁ‘i(}i‘iﬂ g was conducted by the Center for
Toxicology and Environmental Health (CTEH) working for Wood County anthorities
beginmung the &-Emd{m after the firg sia “md Hecanse information on the contents of the
warchouse has not been certain, this air monitoving has focused on particulate matter less
than 10 micrometers in diameter (PM1I0) and less than 2.5 micrometers (PM2.5) o track
the smoke from the five. These particulates are small encugh to be breathed deep into the
fungs and are usually a good indicator of potential health issues. Additional
measurements have been made of common breakdown products of plasticos and carbon
monoxide. Carbon monoxide 18 3 messurerment that can be used to evaluate any firg,

The primary concern for health officials has been “spikes” of both PMIC and

PM2.5. These spikes have been above 24 hour air quality standards for open air for brief
pertods of time during the day or wight. You can leam more about air guality standards at
https://www.airnow.gov/; took for informaton on the Air Quality Index (AQH on the
right side of the page. Many of the spikes have cecurred after midnight unud just before
dawn, usually lasting for periods a‘}fésﬁsss than an hour up 1o about 4 hours. Then the
concentrations dropped below the air standards. Because of wind conditions and the hally
nature of the ground arcund the warehouse, 1t 1s not known how long these hagher
concentrations have lasted v any given area away from the sampling locations, Local
authoritios i consuliation with state and federal public health and environmental officials
made the recommendations 1o protect public health, including advice on a’hcik ing in
their homes and avoiding the smoke, West Virginia officials consulied frequently with
thetr counterparts in Ohio (o make sure evervons in the area possibly &éimmi b}; the
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smoke from the fire were made aware of the recommendations 1o protect themselves, Air
guality 1n the area of the fire have improved dramatically over the weekend, Average
results on October 27-28) 2017 from EPA showed PM2Z.§ results in the good 1o moderate
aiv quality index ranges. There weve much lower and less frequent spikes of higher
concentrations compared to what were observed earlier in the week, with the maximum
valies as expected at the source air perimeter monttoring locstion.”

Smoke from any fire irritates the lungs, nose, and throat Individuals with pre-existing
respiratory and cardiac conditions are more sensitive to the effects of the smoke from this
fire, From what we have seen in the environmental data 30 far, once exposure to the
smoke from this fire has stopped, any symptoms should subside fairly quickly, Wany
mdividual has symptoms that persist, they should consult first with their personal doctors
because vour doctor knows your personal health better than anyone else. Other
professionals through the local hospitals, regional potson control centers, and public
health agencies are available to yvour doctor to help them understand the effects of the
smoke wn order 1o help vou,

There have been strong plastics odors as well ag typical combustion odors in areas where
the smoke has been. Information on what would be causing these odovs 18 not

known. The public health imphicanons of these odors cannot be determined until
additional information 1s available. However, strong odors 1n air can cause symptoms in
peopte. Some people are more sensiiive o environmental odors than others, In general,
as the smells from the smoke increase, more people may experionce sympioms.
Symptoras from odors vary based on vour personal sensitivity to the odor. Young
children, the elderly, and pregnant women may be more sensitive to odors than other
peopte. In general, the most common symptoms from odors are headaches; nasal
congestion: eve, nose, and throat irritation; nauses, and cough. People more sensitive to
odors can experience chest tightness, shortness of breath, wheezing, heart palpitations,
nausen, drowsmess, and mental depression. These symptoms generally occur at the fime
of exposure and tend to subside quickly when the odors go away. The intensity of these
symptoms depend on the concentration of the odor in air, how often you smell i, and
how long yvou smell it Avoiding the smoke and the odors when you can should reduce
vour reaction. You can lesrn move gbout odors and their health effects at
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/odors/index. html

West Virginia Health and Ohio Health imitiated a process called syndromic survaillance
through the Tocal hospitals. Syndromic surveillance 18 & means of tracking signs and
symptoms of exposure 1o smoke. From what we have leamed so far, people in the areas
potentially affected by the smoke have done well protecting themselves tollowing the
advice from local officials. The need Tor additional studies 13 being considered. Witis
dotermined that there 1s a need or benefit for additional studies, state and tederal health
agencies will work through local anthonities to conduct those studies. When additional
information on the contents of the warchouse and the air and water quality becomes
avatlable, a better appreciation of the potential health effects of thug fire can be

made. This additional information should help with the decision for any additional
studies,

The health and envivonmental professionals working on this fire will continue 1o work
together until we are confident that the community concemns are addressed.
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